_ 
* 


* 


4 


* 

o 
4. 
* 

d * 

— 

- pu 
$4 
at 
4 
= 
7 


© 
Aa” 


7 


* 
= 
o 
2 
= 
* 
t 
— 
* 


% 
E % 


* 


fs 
Tz 
1 5 
2 ** 
FLIER 
= 


. 
= 


4 
. 


* 


, - 
. o — 1 5 N . v " 5 
1 %% - . * , ES 
py 5 6 "= * os = * 0 Fs ” VP. 2 1 * 
- 5 g 4 - ws x 4 \ "om 
ON THE CRUELTYOF -* . 
* . A F 9 G 0 at 
; 3 # TY OF 50 * 2 . 1 
FF ; : 7 - X Fr N * ; ' 4 % * 
* . 1 - « 4 =. . 
. K&.-* * 1 * 5 = _— * : — 
£4 
wu * . * 
A _ 
$i "> — = + : , * 7 * * , by » . '.% 
* * * * =" * " * 8 p © ” 4 
— + mm, 1 2 * 1 8 F - 4 f gf : 5 
* : i” b _ 2 * by . . = A 6 ”_ 9 
».* * w * * * 
| *% Arien An 17 AFFECTS THE 
= = +. ' * | Ga - . $49 OY * 
. : a : ISS ” * " a ; ; 
7 on , e 5 * f F g — . 
* , . "X 1 p . ” * 1 
hy RCH AND | 
” - * N : 4 , = , 4 { * 
8 3 i y bs war . 1 
5 o „ = 4 
0 * . OY . 

1 g 8 ; IN A . 
4 ” . . * 
. , ö P a 
ay ; * 
. — 

5 N i a E. E I ; 
= o * = 
* * 4 +. | * 4 


— 
= 
- 


- @S . JI os. 
N - - . 


FFV 55 — POE 


© LORD BISHOP oF LINCOLN, | 3 


+> 


— . 2 „ at ge? e wa " * i . 2 . 
* 3 * > AY Fs Mc * k. +. — * k 
* . 4 » . * * 2 Ia 1 * _ 
* 7 | bY . % "27 * be . fi * . . 9 4 
Þ » FI i Y 51 \ w +; : 2 - «> . 

—— — * 1 * . 0 ; 1 50 — . A A N 8 
6 aq — PR ” - . + : - 4 ” 

CLERGYMAN OF THAT: 51 . Et 
2 £ , 1 LY . 
- 
ef 
* 


— 
* 
W $f 
& * ** 
o 
— 
— * 
- — 0 
* = # » 
* —— 4 
».* = . 
* r 
* 1 * 
: o 
0 o 


| Ina — Cc ip/e miſerrime vidi, | 
228 Et n pars. g ful. —— SIT 


# # 


In 
ff 
: 


- 


_ — 
$? 
T 
N 
* 
| 
A 
L 


P) * 
222 * 
+ 
* 
- 
* 
% 


FS. 
* 
8 : 


x g a 5 VP 7 55 7 6 9 | 8 F 
; * Printed for J. Paix, No. 100, Fleet-ſtret. 


- 1 


f. ᷣͤ <5 iy e 


1 
4 
9 4 P . _ 1 
4 4 - — * % w G 
7 . 8 . 1 
: 1 19 s | 
* 1 : l 
- ” _ 
- | PRICE ONE SHILLING 
N . 
* 9 1 k ” 
% , . , » 
Pp « 
E * 
. 
o 5 8 
0 » : 
* 4 
* * 
% » * 
” 
= » 2 
% 
Fo , * * 
— 4 * . 
4 : * 4 * 
Pri * - 
. * 4 1 1 x * „ 0 
4* 3 = | \ of" ol 
* —＋ „ / * 7” z 


le 
To THE 


Ion BISHOP OF LINCOLN. 


* 
. 
. 
# * * 


Mx LoRD, 


I | Tur v very excitient charges 
1 delivered by your Lordſhip have been 
received with pleaſure and admairation of 
| They manifeſted ſuch finicere piety to- 
# | . wards God; ſuch a concern for the wel- 
| fare and intereſt both of our church and 
4 its miniſters, as will cauſe your name to 
be long revered by the clergy over whom . 
you ſo worthily preſide, In ſome of your + 
public diſcourſes with them, your Lord (hip 


| has adverted to the mode of their main- 
Ys tenance by tithes; this ſubject natu- 


pork A 2 r 
en 9 | | 


/ 
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rally led to the conſideration of commu- 
tation for tithes; and you have warmly 
recommended the new plan of a corn rent. 
I would earneſtly intreat your Lordſhip 
to reconſider the matter, and to reflect 
on the many inconveniences your clergy 
have experienced, and continue to labour 
under, from an alienation of their pro- 
perty. A noble peer, late honourably. 
filling a moſt important office, and now 
in the higheſt repute for his profeſſional 
| Abilities and inflexible integrity, has 
ayerred, that there never has been given 
an equivalent for tithes; and I think his 
|. Lordſhip added, there never could be. 
Be that as it may; it is certain, that all 
ſchemes hitherto adopted, have proved 
8 .detrimental to the church: that of giving 
| a ſum of money by way of rent-charge, 
| was ſufficiently. expoſed in queen Anne's 
time, by he celebrated Dean Swift; and 
| the lowering of the intereſt of money in 
|| the fame reign opened the eyes of the 
clergy to diſcern the evil of that practice. 
F- The commutation of tithe for land is 
eme, W in moſt countries; and 


5 


the new plan of a corn- rent, is fraught 
with nearly equal evils. Permit me, my 
Lord,” to ſay in general, that incloſures 
are prejudicial to the kingdom at large, 
and to the clergy and the poor in parti- 
cular. This your Lordſhip will think a 
bold aſſertion. It may ſeem ſo, my Lord, 
as I cannot bring poſtive proof of this, 
being unacquainted with the ſtate of very 
many pariſhes in the kingdom. There 
is nevertheleſs ſuch preſumptive proof as 
may, I think, reaſonably ſatisfy an un- 
prejudiced perſon. About fifteen- years 
ſince, ſeveral noble Lords of the upper 
houſe, were deſirous of aſcertaining whe- 
ther the facts now mentioned, were true, 
reſpecting the clergy. For this purpoſe, 
they circulated through the kingdom a 
few ſuch queries as tended to this end. 
Theſe queries fell into my hands; and, 
being a perſon of iome leiſure, I gave 
ſhort and.clear anſwers to them. At the 
bottom I ſubjoined a note to this effect: 
From thele anſwers it will evidently ap- 
„ pear, that all modern incloſures in this 
6 neighbourhood have been very inju- 
gs OO * rious 


/ 


——— — 
th 


— „„ 


0s * 
« rious 0 the clergy; yet this is not exactly 


0 the caſe in the very next county : their 


6 Lordſhips' wiſdom therefore appears in 
*extending theſe enquiries throughout 


England.“ The reſult ſeems to have been 


unfavourable to incloſures; as the prac- 


tice was ſoon after obiierally diſcontinued, 


and ſo remained till very lately revived. 
The ſame appears to have been the cafe 
at different periods of time, for ſome cen. 


turies paſt, as ſhall be proved preſently. 


Allow me firſt to conſider a little the 


'caſe of the Poor under incloſures. They 
feel the evil, and complain ; but complain 


in vain, The common people, indeed, 
frequently murmur without cauſe; they 
quote Scripture , improperly, Yet, my 


Lord, interdum vulgus rectum videt: and 
Scripture may be aptly adduced againſt 
this unchriſtian practice. It is not doing 
85 we would be done unto + it is not loving 


our neighbour as ourſelves ; but is removing 
his landmark, contrary to his inclination ; 


and therefore joining field tio field by ini- 
guity, The hiſtory of Ahab and Naboth 
is not altogether inapplicable here. It does 


not 


= 


6 


not appear from the ſacred pages, that 


the wicked prince intended to rob his 


ſubject of his vineyard; but to make 
him, as he ſuppoſed, a proper recom- 


pence. Under an act of parliament, the 
poor man's land is frequently taken from 


him; and what is allotted to him is by 


no means a compenſation for his loſs. 


As to the very poor, who have no landed 
property to loſe: even they are deprived 


of the fruit of their honeſt labour, and 
turned adrift without employment. The 


rent of a manor- farm is generally from 


one hundred to three hundred pounds 
ber annum. One of the latter ſize will 
require three ſervants leſs to cultivate it 


after incloſing than before. Are theſe 


three ſervants to ſtarve, unable to ſup- 
port a family, or even themſelves; and 


9 


thus very ſoon become extin&t? Your 


Lordſhip will reply, By no means ; they 
may hve and multiply, by migrating to 
ſome manufacturing town, where they 
may find variety of employment, and the 
country ſuſtain no damage. This, my 
Lord, is ſcarce poſſible, from their igno- 

A 4 rance 
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rance of mechanical arts; and the rigour 


of the law: which forbids a removal from 
their proper pariſh, without a certificate; 


and I do aver, that the country is ſo far 
de populated: for, though theſe three iden- 


tical men exiſt; yet the farm will never 


ſupport three ſucceflors, They are mere 
non-entities : no ſuch number of beings 


will ever live and multiply there again. 


Such evils, I hinted above, have ever 
been the conſequences of incloſing com- 
mon- field lands. I would not carry your 


"Lordſhip ſo far back as the times of Mol- 
mutius Donwallo and his ſon Belinus, who 


reigned here four or five hundred years 


Has the birth of Chriſt, were. it not to 


ſhew that the wiſeſt princes of thoſe days, 
thought the ſupport and maintenance of 

the plough,. an object of the firſt impor- 
tance, Mr. Thoroton informs us, from 


the learned Selden's © Janus Anglorum,” 


that the ſaid Belinus, lett the land ſhould 
become empty, or the people frequently 
preſſed for the want of corn, or be dimi- 
niſhed if cattle ſhould occupy the fields, 


| Anleir zugt to be tilled by men; decreed 


how- 


635 
how many ploughs every county, as we 
now call them, ſhould maintain; and ap- 
pointed ſevere puniſhments for thoſe, bx 
whom the number ſhould be diminiſhed®. 
We will deſcend to the reign of King 
Henry the Sixth. John Roſs, or Rouſe, 
the famous antiquary of Warwick, WhO 
flouriſhed about that time, inveighs ſe- 
verely againſt incloſures ; and has ſpent ſe- 
veral pages of his ſhort hiſtory of the 
kings of. England, in expoſing the ini- 
quity of that practice. He enumerates 
the ruinated villages and hamlets in that 
neighbourhood : fixty-three of which were 
within twelve or thirteen miles of the 
county town. One of theſe had formerly 
fifty-ſeven tenants; then only fix or ſe- 
ven. Another ſixty-three; in his time, 
not one. A third ſeventy- nine; of which 
three only remained. A fourth nineteen 
tenements; then reduced to a ſingle houſe. 
He farther tells us, that he collected all 
his arguments, and preſented them, un- 
der the form of articles, to the parliament 


* 'Thoroton, Nottinghamſhire. Preface, 
5 
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years after, i. e. 5 Hen. VII. incloſures 


were again much complained of; that 
they cauſed a decay of people; towns, 

churches, tithes, and a dimination of 
taxes. To remedy this, the parliament 
ordered, that all houſes of huſbandry that 
were uſed with twenty acres of ground 


and upwards, ſhould be maintained and 
kept up for ever, with the land to be uſed 
and occupied with them. Theſe houſes 


being kept up, did of neceſſity enforce a 


dweller: and the land being kept up, did 
of neceſſity inforce that dweller not to be 
a beggar, but a man of ſubſtance, who 
might keep the plough going *#. The 
diffolution of religious houſes in the next 


reign, was another period of great devaſ- 


tation. At that time commerce flouriſhed. 


Many opulent traders became poſſeſſed of 


large tracks of abbey lands. The tenants 
ſoon experienced the unfortunate change: 
their rents were before ſeldom ralled ; 


* Strype, Eccl. Mem. I. 392. 


WI | now 


at Coventry, in Michaelmas term, 14593 
but alas! without effect. However, thirty 
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now, fot only the price of land was 200, 


vahced, but the land itfelf taken fromm 
them, incloſed, and converted into paſs. 
ture; the breed of cattle promoted; to 

the excluſion of men, as well as corn: 
yet, ſays Mr. Strype *, never was wool {6 __ 
dear; or mutton at ſo high a price. The 
faſhion of converting arable land to paf- 
ture prevailed again ſoon after; till, at 
length, the common people exaſperated by 
indigence, and oppreſſioti, broke out into 
open rebellion in the reign of Edward VI.; 
and demoliſhed the incloſures throughout 
the greater part of the kingdom. This 
occaſioned an order from the privy coun- 


cil to throw open all incloſures lately 


made: this order, however, was not 
ſtrictly complied with. In 1607, 5 
James I. there was a violent oppoſition 


againſt incloſures, and an inſurrection of 


the peaſants in the counties of Northamp- 
ton, Warwick, and Leiceſter; ſo ſerious, 


that the earls of Huntingdon and Exeter, 


with the lord Zouch, were ſent with a 


* Eccl. Memoirs, as above. 


ſtrong 


* 


x5 x ( a A. 
ſtrong body of well-diſciplined forces, to 


reduce them to order; as was ſir Edward 
Coke, to proceed legally againſt the prin- 


cipal delinquents “. It was not, I pre- 
ſume, any benefit to the people, reſulting 
from incloſures, that excited theſe tu- 


mults; but their uſual concomitants, po- 


verty and diſtreſs, oppreſſion and depopu- 


lation. I muſt allow, my Lord, that there 
- have ever been perſons of different ſenti- 


ments on this ſubject. A modern writer + 
ſays; Iagree with Davenant, (Won ks, oc- 
< tavo, vol. II. p. 228.) that it is more the 
4 national intereſt to employ land to the 
& breeding and feeding of cattle, than to 
te the produce of corn. Then; (I think 
« he Peaks of the reign of Henry the 
é Seventh or Eighth,) there were twelve 
& million acres of meadow and paſture, 
t while the arable land did not amount 
© t© more than nine million. In Queen 
te Elizabeth's time, the : proportion of ara- 


= Lodges Muftrations, III. 320. 
+ Honourable Mr. St. John's Obſerv ations on the 
'Land Revenne of the Crown, p. 173. 


© ble 


e 

te ble was infinitely ſmaller; and the gra- 
“ ziers were ſaid to monopolize all the 

© land. The queſtion debated was, whe. 
ee ther a ſtatute for the encouragement of 
&« tillage ſhould be repealed ; conſequent- 
«ly, whether the cultivation of grain de- 
te ſerved any protection from the legiſla- 
ture.“ The honourable writer muſt here 
allude to the thirty-fifth year of that reign, 
or he is miſtaken : for in the rhirty-ninth _ 
year, one ſtatute was made againſt the de- 
caying of towns, and houſes of huſban- 
dry: and another for the maintenance of 
huſbandry and tillage. In the preamble 
of the firit is, And whereas of late 
«years, more than in times paſt, there 
« have ſundry towns, pariſhes, and houſes 
« of huſbandry been deſtroyed and be- 
© come deſolate, &c. &c. &c. The ſe- 
cond is after this manner: „ Whereas the 
« ftrength and flouriſhing eſtate of this 
kingdom is, and hath been always 
« oreatly upheld and advanced by main- 
* tenance of plough and tillage ; being 
5 the occaſion of the increaſe and multi- 
86 plying of People, both bor ſervice in 

* the 


— 
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de the wars, and in times of peace; being 


alſo a principal mean that people are 
Leet on work, and thereby withdrawn 
from - idleneſs, drunkenneſs, unlawful 
games, and all other lewd practices and 
conditions of life; and whereas by the 
£ fame means of tillage and huſbandry, 
& the greater part of the ſubjects are pre- 
« {eryed from extreme poverty, in a com- 
& petent eſtate of maintenance and means 
to live; and the wealth of the realm is 
+ kept diſperſed, and diſtributed in many 
hands, where it is more ready to au- 
e ſwer all neceſſary charges for the ſervice 
< of the realm: and whereas alſo, the 
£ ſaid hufbandry-and tillage is a cauſe that 
* the realm doth more ſtand upon itſelf, 
* without depending upon foreign coun- 
tries, either for bringing in of corn 
jn time of ſcarcity, or for want of ut- 
« terance of our own commodities being 
* in over great abundance: and whereas 
< from the 27th of Henry the Eighth, 
4 of famous memory, until the 25th 
£ year of her majeſty's moſt happy reign, 
there was ALWAYS in -force ſome law, 

| 2 . which 


. i 


* which'did ordain a converſion and con- 
<« tinuance of a certain quantity and pro- 
« portion of land and tillage not to be 
« altered: and that in the laſt parliament 
& held in the ſaid 25th year of her ma- 
* jeity's reign, partly by reaſon of the 

Ke great plently and cheapneſs of grain at 
„that time within the realm, and partly 
< by reaſon of the imperfection and ob- 

„ ſcurity of the law made in that caſe, 
« the fame was diſcontinued : fince which 
e time there hath growa much more de- 
population by turning tillage into pa- 
ture, than at any time for the like num- 
ec her of years heretofore; be it enacted, 
gcc. &c. &c. Some members of our 
Agricultural Society, look upon the con- 
verting arable land to paſture, and pro- 
moting the breed of cattle, as a great ad- 
vantage from inclofing ; in which they 
are greatly deceived, The breed of ſheep 
4s indeed improved ; but the quantity di- 
miniſhed ; and the quality of the wool 
vaſtly inferior to that produced from ex- 

tenſive commons. he quantity of ſheep, 
aka upon theſe commons, is abſolutely 
. neceſſaryx 


1 
neceſſary for the ſupport of the ſmall 
farms, and the manuring of all wheat 
land. Theſe objects indeed, are of little 
moment if ſmall farms are to be annihi- 

lated, and the culture of wheat neglected. 
The nature of modern incloſing is greatly 
miſapprehended by the inhabitants of the 
ſouthern counties; many of whom, like 
Claudian's old man of Verona, have ne- 
ver ſurpaſſed the confines of their native 
place. They have not the leaſt idea of 
arable land lying diſperſedly in open 
fields. They ſee only a common of graſs, 
of a few acres, which they think feeds 
nothing more than a few geeſe, or per- 
"haps ſheep. Vet even this ſhews the 
wifdom of their anceſtors, who, when 
that pariſh was incloſed, threw out ſome 
-acres for a ſheepwalk for ſeveral farms, 
and kept much of the reſt under tillage, 
There is another circumſtance, my Lord, 
which tends greatly to impede the breed 


of ſheep; which is, that in many pa- 


riſhes, no ſheep are to be kept for a cer- 
tain number of years after incloſure, leſt 
| e's ſhould injure the young quick. From 

| a ſtate- 


6 | 
a ſtatement given in 1786 it appears, that 
from 1775 to 1786, both incluſive, the 
number of acres incloſed was 488,140. 
Of this number, 233,022 have been in- 
_ cloſed without any reſtraint in the mode 
of cultivation; but there are 255,118 
acres incloſed, in which no fheep are 
permitted to be depaſtured during a cer- 
tain number of years; ſome acts ſpecify 
twelve years, ſome more, ſome leſs. The 
abyious inference is, that, in theſe pa- 
riſhes, no ſheep being ſuffered to feed, 
a leſs quantity will be bred, and conſe- 
quently meat will be dearer. If the pre- 
ſent rage for incloſing continue, our coun- 
try will ſoon be in a ſtate which is re- 
Ported to be that of Leiceſter; unable to 
produce corn ſufficient to ſupply the in- 
habitants of its principal town with bread: 
and ſhould all the open fields in the king- 
dom be applied as above, we may be 
threatened with a famine. The convert- 
ing arable land to paſture, as certainly 
diminiſhes the yearly fruits of the earth, 
as it does the people: for, we may ob- 
| ferve, that a lordſhip in 3 affords 


B every 


oY 18 3 & 


every year more than double the profit 


which it can in paſture; and yet the lat- 


ter way the landlord may have dou- 
ble the rent he had before: the reaſon 
of which is, that in paſture he has the 
whole profit ; there being required neither 
men nor charge worth ſpeaking of: 
whereas in tillage the people, with their 
families, neceſſarily employed upon it, 
muſt be maintained before the landlord's 
rent can be raiſed or aſcertained. It is a 
fact, that the Improvement of rent has 
cauſed that decay of tillage, and that de- 
population which has much impaired our 
country. The pariſh of O., like many 
other new incloſures, does not produce 
ſo much corn; does not feed ſo many 
ſheep; does not ſupport ſo 'many cows, 
as be fore its incloſure. Your Lordſhip will 
aſk, why ? Is there not the ſame Extent 
of ground as formerly? Not exactly ſo. 
The great quantity of land waſted in roads, 
which, to accommodate the public, are 
more numerous and extenſive of late 
years, reduces it many acres. The ſub- 
diviſion fences, while the poſts and rails 

h remain, 


ae 


E 


remain, occaſion a much greater defalca- 


tion; as every lineal mile of ſuch fencing 
will occupy” the ſpace of about one acre 
and three roods of ground. The cutting 


a pariſh into ſmall fields 1njures the corn 


growing under the influence of the 


hedges ; and. if a border of graſs be left, 


it 1s thereby rendered ſour. There are 
a few conſiderations more, which. affect 


the Public, though your Lordſhip may 
deem them unworthy your regard. The 
liberal uſe of oak, for poſts and rails, 
creates a ſcarcity of bark, which at pre- 


ſent is ſenſibly felt. The different mode 
of huſbandry purſued in new incloſures 
greatly diminiſhes the quantity of beans, 
peaſe, and oats, which has a conſidera- 
ble effect on the dealers in hogs and 


| Horſes; and is one cauſe of the advanced 


price of pork. The demolition of ſmall * 
farms has leſſened the breed of poultry. 
An open-field farm of 40g. per annum 


Has produced annually from thirteen to .- 
ſixteen guineas, from this article only; 


while the occupier of a modern incloſure, 


'of eight times that.rent, raiſed no more 


B 2 than 


(20) 
than ſupplied his own table. This conduct 


enhances the price of fowls, and preju- 
dices the markets both of the country 


and metropolis. But to return to the 
church ànd clergy. It might divert your 
Lordfhip to hear a few of the ſchemes 
practiſed on theſe occaſions to defraud 
the clergyman. He is -ſuppoſed to be 
young, and ignorant of country affairs; 
or old and infirm, and unable to attend to 


them. He is perſuaded to accept of quan- 


_ tity for quality, i. e. to take the worſt 


land in the parith, on pretence of greater 


capability of improvement. His allot- 
ment is of courſe large; and laid at the 
greateſt diſtance from the parſonage houſe; 


while other proprietors are accommodated. 
with more commodious and enviable fi- 


tuations. Should he ſee through this de- 
fign, he is compelled to take a ſmall al- 
lotment near home, and a much greater 
in the remoteſt part of the lordſhip, unfit 
to be occupied by the ſame tenant; where- 


by his diſtant property ſoon falls upon his 


hands with ſevere loſs. I ſay compelled, 
my Lord; for the power of commiſſioners 


Is 


\ 
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is exceſſive. Once was I preſent at a 
commiſſion (I might ſay three, as ſo many 
. were held at the ſame time, in the {ame 
place), when a poor freeholder modeſtly 
requeſted that his property might lie 
nearer his houſe. The baſhaw of the 
day, taking up a plan of the pariſh, vo- 
ciferated, “And fo, fir, you don't like 
the ſituation of your land!” © Indeed, 
« your worſhip, it lies badly.” Say 
you ſo, Sir?” Then with a pencil draw- 
ing a line in one corner of the plan, con- 
tinued, “ Your allotment ſhall be there; 
« help yourſelf how you can.” The poor 
fellow retired much diſconcerted: and I 
never heard whether this terminated in 
jeſt or earneſt, Such a circumſtance is, 
however, no joke to us: and we fre- 
quently experience the ſame inconveni- 
ence, In my own caſe, though the al- 
lotment begins within three hundred yards 
of the vicarage houſe, it is continued to 
the length of a mile; bur ſo narrow, as 
in one place not to exceed ninety yards 
in breadth. My predeceſſor was fond of 
eaſe ; during the progreſs of the inclo- 
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| Lure, a friend aſked why he did not en- 
quire what the commiſſioners were about, 
| As he had not one himſelf: He replied, 
| they are all honeſt men, and the patron 
is my very good friend, Yet he was at 
laſt induced to go. What conſternation 
did his preſence create! Mr. B.! Sir! 
Gentlemen, we have made a ſmall miſ- 
take; we forgot Mr. B. This caſe, my 
Lord, is not without a parallel. The 
lame indecent haſte was made to divide 
the pariſh of W. (to ſtep a little out of 
your Lordſhip's dioceſe) among its rapa- 
cious proprietors. The very firſt thing 
an act generally requires to be done, viz. 


to ſet out an allotment to the vicar in 


lieu of tithes, was here totally diſregarded 
by the commiſſioners till all the land was 
-diſpoſed of, excluſive of the vicar: and 
it was a work of conſiderable trouble to 
them, and expence to the proprietors, to 
correct this error. When the manor of 
$ S. was incloſed in 1771, the old inclo- 
ſures were to be exonerated from tithes, 
by eſtimating their value at ſo much per 
pound rent; which was then fixed at the 


low 


23 
low rate of two ſhillings in the pound; 
to be continued in ternum. Thus a 
modus was created. The landtord may + 
| hereafter advance the rent of theſe cloſes ; 
but no improvement can be made by the 
pillaged parſon. I would aſk, What has 
tithe to do with rent? The former 1s per- 
maneut, ſettled, and certain: the latter, 
arbitrary, fluctuating, and precarious. To 
ſhew the little connection between them, 
I could point out to your Lordſhip arable 
land rented at two ſhillings and ſix pence 
Her acre, for which the tenant chearfully 
pays three ſhillings - per acre tithe : the 
above determiaation, therefore, of two 
ſhillings in the pound rent of that time 
was an abſolute fraud upon the rector. 
Tithe is a tenth part, not of the vent, 
but of the produce : ſhould the tenant 
make no more profit from the land than 
would barely pay the rent, how could he 
ſubſiſt? The lordſhip of B. was purchaſed 
about 1774 to be incloſed. The rector's 
conſent obtained: the quality of the land 
ſettled ; partition made; and an act ob- 
tained to confirm all that was done, 
. Though 
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Though the parſon was unacquainted 


with the value of land, he thought he 


Had but little for the rent affixed to it. 


To this the proprietors replied, The al- 
lotment is fairly eſtimated : we will take it 


of you for twenty-one years at that price. 
' Agreed. The truth is; the pretended qua- 
lity price is confiderably more than the real 
value of the land: and 1 am informed 


that much of the ſame allotment is not- 
withſtanding at this time let to under- 
tenants; at one-fourth leſs than it was 


eſtimated at; that on the expiration of the 


leaſe, the rectory will be deſpoiled of an 
eighth part of its proper revenue. Non- 
reſidence has frequently met your Lord- 
ſhip's diſapprobation: yet perhaps it has 
not ſtruck your Lordſhip, that incloſing 
common-field pariſhes produces this evil 
in a very alarming degree; and vice ver/d. 


If a clergyman happen to be non reſident 
when an incloſure takes place, the tenant 


gets poſſeſſion of the premiſes, and each 
ſucceſſive incumbent is excluded his own 
houſe : and it remains an inſuperable ob- 
ovine when your Lordſhip would en- 

force 
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force refdehee; that the houſe is already 
occupied; there is not one to refide in. 
Pariſhes, which have not a reſident cler- | 
'  gyman, are generally ſought after to be 
incloſed; for there the tithes are at a low 
ebb, and intended to be kept fo. A po- 
pulous town in the dioceſe is now to be 
incloſed. It conſiſts of five-pariſhes ; not 
one of which has a reſident rector or vicar. 
Your Lordſhip is preſumed to be ac- 
quainted with the legal cauſes of their 
abſence. A fair opportunity this, of im- 
poveriſhing theſe livings : and the pro- 
prietors of lands will doubtleſs avail them- 
| ſelves of it. I need not go far to find a vi- 
carage ratedin the King's Books at forty-five 
pounds per ann.; and not improved ſince 
that valuation was taken. On the contrary, 
in the year 1765 it was let at forty-tbree 
pounds. This was a favourable juncture 
for incloſing. Accordingly an act was 
obtained for that purpoſe the ſame year. 
The average rent for the laſt ſeven years 
(it might, I believe, have been ſeventy) 
was the ſum fixed upon, ſtill forty-three 


nn to improve in the ſame ratio as 
0 j ally 
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any * or land of equal value in the 
pariſh improved. This was advanced to 

ſeventy-three pounds; an extraordinary 
riſe; owing to the great extent of common 
or waſte land in the pariſh, Yet the ne- 
ceflary expences of ſubdiviſions, together 
with a land tax, and, in a ſhort time, a 
reduction of rent, ſoon reduced the vi- 
carage to its priſtine value. It is. there- 
fore very. poſſible that ſome livings may 
be injured by incloſure. Let us ſuppoſe, 
my Lord, the vicarial tithes to be ſet at 
eighty pounds a year; and that a free- 
holder poſſeſſes a farm of the ſame value; 
and the land, allotted to each, be exactly 
of the ſame quantity and quality, This 
will undoubtedly be thought juſt and 
equal. Very far from it, my Lord. The 
 freeholder has already barns, hogſties, a 
cowhouſe, and ſtabling for eight horſes. 
The vicar, having only a ſtable for his 
own horſe and his friend's : with a hay 
barn contiguous ; has all theſe buildings 
to erect ; or muſt rent the deſerted pre- 
miſes of a demoliſhed farm, on a preca- 
rious tenure, Aland tax is alſo impoſed, be- 
fore 
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fore unkrown : for vicarages are generally 
ſuppoſed exempt. The, treeholders old 
tax is, on the contrary, diminiſhed, by 
his dividend of the-vicar's payment. When 
the new glebe is let for twenty-one years, 
with conſent of the biſhop, patron, and 
incumbent ; the tenant erects ſuch flight 
edifices as will barely exiſt during his time, 
but like *** barracks, fall down in two 
months after they are evacuated. - Should 
the incumbent die about this time, large 
dilapidations are demanded, Your Lord- 
ſhip may have heard of a caſe of this 
kind, where the enormous ſum of eight 
hundred pounds was infiſted on. .Has 
vour Lordthip peruſed the above ? You 
will exclaim, Theſe are old objections, 
and entirely done away by the propoſition 
of a corn-rent. Not quite ſo, my Lord. 
The method obſerved in many pariſhes 
your Lordſhip knows to be this: a certain 
ſum is fixed on for the ſuppoſed value of 

the vicarial .tithe : land of this value is 
allotted for the vicar's ſupport : this land 
is given generally tothe lord of the manor. 
It 1s next conſidered how much corn 
4 N . the 
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the above certain ſum will purchaſe; . 
which quantity is to be the vicar's por- 
tion: his pecuniary payment, for twenty 
years, enſuing, is to be the average price 
of ſo much corn for twenty years laſt 
paſt.” After the expiration of twenty 
years, a freſh payment is to commence z 
viz. the worth of the ſame quantity of 
corn, -at the average price for- ten years 
laſt paſt. Now, if the land allotted for 
the vicar's ſubſiſtence, be more than ſuf- 
| ficient to ſecure his payment, why ſhould 
not the vicar himſelf be intruſted with 
his own land? If the land be inadequate 
to the payment, what ſecurity has he? 
The anſwer is; Proviſion is made in the 
act for his taking and entering upon the 
land fo allotted. . Take it, ſays the lord 
of the manor; it will no longer anſwer. 
Here, my Lord, all the old arguments 
recur; and the clergyman is juſt in the 
fame ſituation with others who have poſ- 
ſeſſed their allotments many years. But 
pour Lordſhip will fay, This is not likely 


to be the caſe: for, if corn advances in 


price, the allotment can be let for more; 
1 B5ik . | i 
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if the price of corn be reduced it will be 


better enabled to make the payment here- 
after. Indeed, my Lord, it 1s not always 
ſo. Land frequently ſinks beyond all 
proportion to grain : particularly in new 
incloſures. They are uſually rated too 
high at firſt; elſe proprietors would not 


be ſo readily induced to incloſe. The 


natural conſequence of which is, the firſt 
tenants either break, or obtain a reduc- 
tion of rent. The pariſh of F. was in- 


cloſed in 1765: within ſixteen years all 


the land in the pariſh, except the third 


part of one eſtate, was lowered. A cer- 


tain lady had three farms there; one let 
for one hundred and ſixty pounds: this 
was reduced to one hundred and ten; 
and her others nearly in the ſame pro- 
portion. Under theſe circumſtances the 


unfortunate widow was obliged, on fa- 
mily conſiderations, to fell her eftates to 
the loſs of about onEthird of their value. 


In this pariſh an eſtate of fifty-two pounds 


a year has reduced two tenants with a 


wife and ſix children each, to ſolicit pa- 
rochial 1 n a third: a fourth, 
more 


U 


os 
more opulent, retired in time; the fifth 
IS ROW in poſſeſſion. The impoveriſhed 


vicar uſually participates of theſe misfor- 
tunes. Here his tenant led the van- of 


this miſerable troop; and began his march 


within the firſt fix years. I have no- 
ticed this pariſh, becauſe the land is „ 
general good; being bounded on three 
ſides by a fine large river: the up- 
lands rather of a ſtony ſcaly ſoil; conver- 
tible: and on which tenants lived credi- 
tably and comfortably before the inclo- 


ſure. Yet ſo infatuated are ſome men 


that though they ſee their friends com- 
pelled, in a very few years, to reduce 
their rent, they will Not profit by that 
, wiſe apothegm, 


Felix Quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum, 


But Avarice is deaf to the voice of Reaſon. 
A noble earl conveyed a lordſhip to cer- 


tain perſons vulgarly called land jobbers. 
It was immediately incloſed; but, the ſoil 


not being ſo convertible as was expected, 
it could not be reſold. Much of the pur- 
chaſe money Was left in his lordſhip's 


hands; 
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hands; the mortgage was not paid off. 
He therefore forecloſed ; and is again in 
poſſeſſion of his former eſtate incloſed to 
his hands. Theſe are facts of ſome no- 

toriety. Many do indeed ſee their error; 


but, ſero /apiunt Phryges. One plea there 
is for incloſure; namely this: the ex- 


tinction of tithes prevents altercations be- 


tween the clergy and their pariſhioners. 
This argument merits attention on ac- 
count of its humanity and chriſtian cha- 
rity. Pity it is, that it is not true. A 
malicious neighbour is every where the 
ſame: and, as the fences are not the 
clergy man's, a diſhoneſt tenant will keep 
his in a very improper ſtate, that he may 
enjoy a treſpaſs, and vex the parſon. It 


is clearly ſettled what is, and what is not 


titheable; and, ſhould either party be 
ignorant what is ſo, information may 
be ſpeedily obtained from profeſſional 
men, for a reaſonable gratuity ; ſo that 
improper claims may be avoided, and all 
diſputes eafily adjuſted, as well where 


tithes are paid, as where they are abo- 


liſhed, A late moſt reverend prelate 
| Was 


. 
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was curious enough to conſult the records | 
of the Exchequer on this ſubject; and 
had the ſatisfaction to find, that, of ſe- 
ven hundred tithe-cauſes tried in that 
court, upwards of fix hundred were de- 
termined in favour of the clergy : a con- 
vincing proof that, in theſe conteſts, the 
clergy are right ſix times out of ſeven; 
and that they are not ſo litigious and op- 
preſſive as ſome would repreſent them; 
but are compelled to appeal to the laws 
of their country to recover their juſt 
dues, or ſubmit to be defrauded of them. 
Still the grand object is to exonerate land 
from tithe, which is ſaid to be ſuch a 
. clog to induſtry as to prevent improve- 
ment. This is not ſtrictly true. That 
worthy patriot Sir William Dolben has 
contrived an act of ſingular advantage in 
agriculture, By it lands may be greatly 
improved, and yet tithe continue to be 
paid. By it the moſt ſenſible and conſe- 
quential men in the pariſh may direct the 
courſe of huſbandry; individuals may 
fence in the common field pro 7empore, and 
convert it to what uſe they think proper. 
Should 
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Spould this act be generally W _ 


would ſuperſede the uſe of incloſing, and 
render that obnoxious practice totally un- 


neceſſary. But, my Lord, if avaricious 
men will incloſe, let them leave the tithe 
Inviolate, as was done in the environs of 
London, the counties of Kent, Eſſex, Mid- 
dleſex, &c. and ſo lately as 1783 in the 
pariſh of T. If great and arbitrary men 
will depopulate their country to enrich 
themſelves ; if they will oppreſs the poor, 
whom they ought to ſupport ; let not us 
be tempted by intereſt or ambition ; nor 
intimidated by threats, to'concur in ſuch 
an iniquitous practice, and thereby be- 
come partakers of other men's fins.” Let us 
reject the deluſive offer; deſpiſe the un- 
righteous gain; and Ae OSes from the 
accurſed thing. 


That your Lordſhip may long continue 
a a ſtrenuous defender to our Conſtitution, 
both in Church and State, 1s the ſincere 
wiſh of your Lordſhip's 


Very humble fervant, | 
c 
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Publiſhed, A. D. 1944, by JOHN TANNER, M. A. Tg 
Vicar of Lowe ſtoft in Suffolk, aud Precentor of the Cathedral Church of St. Aſaph. 
And now-re-printed, with many Additions, by JAMES NASMITH, M. A. 
Rector of Snalewell, Cambridgeſhire, and Chaplain to the Earl of Buekinghamſhire. 


XII. . One Volume Folio, Price Tube Guineas gud a Half in Boards, 
CUSTUMALE ROFFENSE; 


From a MS, in the Archives of the Dean and Chapter of Rocheſter, 
To which axe added, Memorials of the Cathedral Church; and ſome Agcountot 
the Remains of Churches, Chantries, &c. whoſe Inſtruments of Foundation ang 
Endowment are, for the moſt Part, contained in the REGISTRUM RorrrgsgE: 
With LVIII Copper Plates, from accurate Drawings, taken principally under the 
Editor's Inſpetlion. By JoRN TaozrPe, of Bezley in Kent, EI q. M. A. FSA, 
A few Copies ſtill remain of the Rꝭdis T Run RorrENSsE, Price al, 115.64, 


XIII. FOUR DIFFERENT EDITIONS of the SUPPLEMENT ro 
SWIFT's Wosks ; containing Miſcellanies in Proſe and Verie, by the Dean; 
Dr. Delany, Dr. Sheridan, Mies. "Johnſon, and others, his intimate Friends. 

ith Explanatory Notes on all the former Volumes, and an Index, by J. Nichols. 
This SUPPLEMENT is ſo printed as. to form either an independent Work, * | 

ad, 


complete every preceding Edition of the Dean's Writings; and be | 
| * ty es ALA "I, One Guinea ſewed. 4 EY ha 
Two Volumes Large Octavo, Price Twelve Shillings ſewed, 
In Three Volumes Crown Octavo, Price Twelve Shilling ſewed. 4 
{a F hree' Volumes to match the ſmall Pocket Size, Price Six Shillingsſewed, 
„i SwWirr's Wanks are now complete, in Fourteen Volumes Quarto; in 
nene e Teniy - len Volumwed of hoch 
; oy p Ul er des. 6 p 
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eviſed by Mr. GoUuGn: Price One Guiiea in Boards. 
Mr. GovGn's Comparative Vie of the onnments of InDIA, pars 


thoſe in the Iſſapd of SALSET, pear Bombay, 28 deſcribed by different 
riters. IIluſtrated with Pripts. 4to, Price 38. ſewed. 


XVI. The BIBLIOTHECA TOPOGR APHICA' BRITANNICA, - with 
General Title-pa pages, Contents, and Directions to the Binder, may now- be had 


| NIV. 1 8 new Edition of S{MON'S 1 SEALS, with ſeveral Additions, 2 


complete, in Eight Volumes, 4%, Price 13], 138. in Boards ; or any nn 


ſeparately ; viz, 
1. Rowt-Morts's Hiſtory of TUNSTALL, Price 38. 
2. RELIQUIZ® GALEANE, in Three Parts. 168. 
3. Hiſtory and Antiquities of AWN DEEN. 55. 


4. Memoirs of Sir Jeux HawKwooD. 28. 


5. DUCAREL's Hiſtory of St. KaTHaRINE's near the Wa 108. 6d. 
6. THoRPE's Antiquities in K ENT. Two Parks. 6s. 
Nicuors's Hiſtory of HiINCKLEY, STOKE, and DADLINGTON. 78. 6d, 
Collections towards the Hiſtory of BEDFORDSHIRE. 68, 
9. Hiftory of HoLYREAD. 1s. 6d. 
to; Hiſtory of SToke NEWINGTON, 28. 6d. 


+ ut. Govon's Hiſlory of CRoYLAND.' 93. 6d.. 


tz. DucarEL's Hiſtory of CRoyDonN. 758. 6d. 


13. Hiſtory of GxEaT CoxwerLL, Berks. 28. 6d. 


14. Additions to the Hiftory of SToOxE NEWINGTON. 6d, 


+ 25. Extrafts from the MS. Journal of Sir StMonDs DEW ESs. 3% | 
16. Rowe-Mores's Collections for BERKSHIRE. 58. 
* 27. Extrafts from the Black Book of Warwick, &c. 15s. 6d. 
18. DUNCOMBE's Hiſtory of RECULVER and HERNE. 58. 
19. Additions to the Memoirs of Sir JOHN HAWKwoopD.. 6d. 


20. Hiſtory of the GENTLEMEN's SOCIETY at SPALDING. $9. 


” 21, PEGGE's Hiſtory of ECCLESHALL CASTLE: 15S. - 
© 22, Es88x's Obſervations oa CROVLAND ABBEY. 18. 6d. 


23. Sir Ion CUuLLuM's Hiſtory of HAwsTED. gs. 
24. PEGGE on the ROMAN RoADs, and on the CorITANI. 18. 6d. 


25. PECG® on the TExTUs-ROFFENSIS, on the ELSTOBsS, &c. 18. 64, 


26. Collections towards the Hiſtory of BEDFORDSHIRE continued. 15. 
27. Duca Rs Hiſtory and Antiquities of LAMBETH PALACE, 98. 
28. DUCAREL'S Account of SUFFRAGAN BI1$SHoPS in Ge 2% 


29. CooPtr's Hiſtorical Account of che Pariſh of WI MMING TON. 18. 6d. 
30. DUNCOMBE's Hiſtory of the Archiepiſcopal Hoſpitals, Canterbury, 103. 6d. 


31. GOUGH 's Geneajogical View of the Family of OLIVER CROMWELL. 28. 6d. 

3%. PEGGE and RookF's Hiſtory and Antiquities of Bolſover and Peak Caſtles. 31. 

33-DoUGLas's Two Diſſertations on the Braſs Il. ſtruments called CEL Ts. 38. bd. 

34+ Biographical Anecdotes of the Rev. Joux Hurchixs, M.A. 18. 

* err SHARPE's Obſervations on the Coipage of e &c. 33. 6d. 
r1 of BUC aN on the Progreſs of the RoMAN Au in ScorLAxN d, &c.“ 38. 

— 28 's Hiſtorical Deſcription of the ZETLAND Is LAN DS. 6s. 

38. Hiſtory and Antiquities of BARNWELL ABBEY andof STURBRIDGE Fair, 65. 

39. Hiſtory and Antiquities of LaMBETH Pariſh, | 105 6d, 

40. Hiſtory and Antiquities of the Town,College,and Caſtle of F OTHERINGAT. 48. 


41. PEGGE'S Sylloge of Inſcriptions in Engliſn Churches. 128. 


42+ Continuatioo of Kentiſh Antiquities, by Mr. LYoN and others. 35. 
43. Nic yoLs's Hiſtory and Antiquities'of Aſton-Flamvile, Burbach, &c. 91. 


|| 44. CobrEn's. Hiftorical Account of OpEEHt, in Bedfordſhire. 18. 6d. 


45- Continuation of Kentiſh Antiquities, by Mr. PRIDDEN, Mr. DENNE, &c. 38. 6d. 
46. Appendix to Cro don; Manerial Houſes of Archbiſhops of Canterbury, &c, 38. 6d. 
47. Hiſtory of Sr. RULE's ; Deſcription of the Scotiſh Regaha, &c. &c. 28. 
48. THORKELIN's FRAGMENTS of ENGLIs8H and IrtsH HISTORY- 6s. 


1 49. — Hiſtory and Antiquities of Cad oN BURY. 38. 
1 580. — Collegti 


ions towards the Hiſtory of LE1CESTERSHIREg155. | 
SI, — — Additional Collections for LEICESTERSHIRE, Il. 115. 6d. 'F ih 
ue” Ie E oy. of KEMESWELL, . = be 
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